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Pick Lessons 
.-- Handing falure I 

How to lose, make 
mistakes and try again 

TEACHERS DAY 
_5p_ecial 

New Delhi: Schools teach children 
equations, grammar, history and sci-

ence. But ask teachers what they wish If 

.,- ~Y matte,s 
Saving, budgeting and 
understanding everyday finances 

they had more time and space to teach, and 
the answers often go far beyond the syllabus. , 
From }earning how to handle failure and disa­
greements to understanding money, relation­
ships, empathy and the responsibilities that 
come with the digital world, educators say some 
of the most important lessons children need 

~ Emotional skills 
Recognising emotions and dealing 
with stress and disappointment 

Listening, speaking clearly 
cannot always be fitted neatly into a textbook 
or examination. This Teachers' Day, edu­

cators tell us about the one lesson they 
believe every child should learn in 

/ and resolving disagreements 

LEmpathy 
school, but which classrooms 

do not always formally 
teach ~ 

Understanding people with different 
experiences and viewpoints • 

T 
Dftltal judgement 

Knowing what to trust onllne and 
using Al and social media responsibly 

~ & rel!tfonships Everyday independence \,, 

Understanding boundaries, Making decisions, solving practical 
consent and healthy relationships problems and asking for help 

/ 

J:::..J::.. Schools teach chllda .., how to clear exams, 
but not always how to 
clear life's h11rdles. 
students need to learn 
how to handle failure, 
stress and disappointment, ·,,.., 
buHd resilience and manage 
everyday life Independently, from money 
and household.tasks to communication and 
social skills. Packed currlculums leave little l 
room for these lessons. but life skiffs are 
essential to becOmlng self-reliant adults 

- MS B»IIIIAL I Principal, St Michael's 5enlor I Secondiry School, Pusa Rold 

J:::..J::.. Chlldrenneedto • .. learnhowto 
communicate, negotiate, • 
handle failure and solve 
everyday problem$, 
while bulldlng healthy 
relationships 111d 
emotional reslRence. Schools 
should also teach financial literacy, gender 
equality, IQHPPfOl)riate sex education, 
practical life skills and dignity of labour. 
Above all, chlldren must understand that 
marb do not define their lives or determine 
their future 
- JUNITA I Prlndpal, Satvodaya Kanya Vldyalaya, .._ 

~Illas; grammar, 
and dates. But we wish we 
could officially teach our a_,.. 
children how to handle -
failure without breaking. 
how to say sorry without . 
ego, how to be kind In a world 
that rewards being clMf, and how to stay 
hnstwhen cheating Is easier. We want1D 
teach them that mar1<s wlll get them a Job, but 

t!WterwffllNp'ltlem~ :...--~ 
Prlndpal, MM SChool, Pltampul'I 

~ IW1$hchlldrenwere • .. taught~ to deal 
with failure without 
seeing It as a stigma, and 
~ow to find a way forward 
when things don1 go as 
planned. They should learn 1 

that It Is okay to uk for help, 
fiow to rnanage dlfflcult emotions and 
frustration, and how to navigate embarrassing 
or uncomfortable situations with confl~e 

-JOGINDO KUMAII I Principal, Govt Co·Ed 
Sarvodaya Vldyalaya. Rohlnl 

DedsiotHnaldng is an 
important still that 

helps us choose. wisely 
and solve problems 

,ffectlvtfy. 
Undft'Standlng tM 

valuf of moaey teaches 
us to sl)ffld canfully, 
save ff9ula,ty, and 
avoid UMfCeSSaly 

fXl)fnses. Togetllfr, 
t"'5e skills ,ncourage 

responsibility, 
lndepfndenc,, and 
financial disdpllne, 

hflping us make better 
chokes and build a 

SfCQl'e futuff 
- TANIA JOSHI I 

Principal, The Indian 
School 

If I could tffdl one 
lessoa beyond the 

curriculum, it~ be 
to mue a.,. not 
fflffllyaM,g. 

Educatloll's most 
exalted pn,vlnce les kl 

c:dllvatil9 dlscffllllttlt, 
moral Imagination and 

an lnYlolable luer 
~Cllldren 

shodd lean to 
clistmgiahachlewmeat 
fl'ffllmeaning.ambltloa 

fromgnfdllld 
appliuHfrom 

MW-worth, and P1n1e 
excelfflcewlthout 

forfeiting thefr lunanlty 
- DEIJANI DAS I Head of 
department • English, Amity 
lntematfonal School, 5aket 
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