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Schools Go Virtual, But Struggle Is Real
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Teachers Say In-Person Learning Can

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Schools have mo-
ved to online classes because
of pollution-related restric-
tions, but the change has its
limitations. -

Some have become accus-
tomed to the new setup, butso-
meteachersargue that the ex-
perhmce of in-person lear-
ning cannot be replicated in
an online environment. Some
schools ‘are 'also struggling
with‘htﬂ'astz'uctlu'e problems.

““Bach-class is conducted
by ateacher, with a second te-
acheracﬂngasacuntrollerto
ensure that the camera is on,
students* remain engaged,
and their posture is correct,
among other things. Our.in-
frastructure is equipped.to
ensure that classes run smo-
‘othly,” Ameeta Mohan, prin-

' cipal of Amity International
*School in Pushp Vihar, said.
Mohan, however, acknow-
| Jedged that online learning
_cannot‘ fully’ replace in-per-

son interactions. “We strive
to make the online experien-
ce enriching for students by
using various learning tools,
such as Pear Deck and Word
Wall,” she said. “Teachers
are attentive and ensure that
every student participates by
answering questions’ when
prompted. We encourage pe-
er learning in the virtual set-
ting. One of the main chal-
lenges, however, isthe increa-
sed screen time and the dis-
tractions that come with a
home environment.”

A teacher at DPS, RK Pu-
ram, noted that infrastructu-
re was not an issue as every
student has access toaphone,
tablet or laptop. "However, to
prevent studentsfromrelying
on Al or other tools to answer

siquestions during online clas-

ses, we make it a point to ran-

domly select students and ask
questions by name. This met-

hod ensures that they stay en-

gagedandattentive througho-

ut thelesson;"she

Rooma Pathak the!ﬂicu‘

Toxic air: Classes X, Xll also go online

New Delhi: Chief minister Atishiannounced the suspension of
in-person classes forall studentsin Delhi. Thisdecisionfollows

Delhi govt's announcementon Sunday, whichinitially suspended
classes forall, except students in classes X and XIl, due to the
city's alarming pollution levels. “From tomorrow, physical classes
shall be suspended for classes X and Xll as well, and all studies
will be shifted to online mode,” Atishi wroteina postonX.

Soon after, Directorate of Education (DoE) issued an order,
stating “In view of the prevailing severe air quality and high AQI
levelsin Delhi, all heads of govt, govt-aided and unaided private
recognised schools under DoE, MCD,NDMC and DCBare hereby
directed to discontinue physical classes for all students of all
classes, including Class X and Class XIl until further orders”. n

blicSchoolinPid
“too emphasised,
m-persnn learning can-

notbefu.llyrepllcatad inavirv
tual setting.

are limited to covering only
the theoretical aspects of the
syllabus,” she said.

There are concerns about
why teéchers, as well as stu-

" dentsinclasses X and XII, are

still required to attend school
and expose themselves to the
polluted air “Students in
classesXand XITareexpected
to be‘ in school every day,
along with the teachers. I'm
concerned about-how the ex-

’posure to pollution could im-

"whmh was unpredictable So‘

methingneedsto 3abo-
utit,” Pathaksa

The situation m govt
schoolsisquitedifferent. The
institutions and their stu-
dents often lack the necessa-
ry digital resources. "Only a
handful of students have lap-
tops, and many don't have ac-
cess to phones or internet
connectivity. Often, students
and their parents struggle
with technical issues and are
unable to connect to classes,
leading to a loss of interest
overtime," Sunita, theprincn—
pal of Ravi Shankar SKV'in
Bawana, said.

Joginder Kumar the prin-
cipal of Government Co-Ed
Sarvodaya Vidyalaya in Rohi-
ni, said that some classes are
conducted in the evening.
"Many students don't have
laptops or phones and rely on
their parents'devices. Asare-
sult, we sometunes have to

't Be Replicated; For Parents Too, It's Not AWalkIn Park

schedule classes late in the
eveningbased on theavailabi-
4 lity of these devices," hesaid.
Geeta, a cook in Mayur Vi-
har, said she has stopped ta-
king her phone to work as
“my child can use it for her
online classes. After she's do-
ne, my elder sonusesitforhis
lessons. 'm without a phone
during work hours,... I can’t
bereached by residents."
Parents are also in a di-
lemma. "My son is in KG.
With 'primary  schoolchild-
ren, one parent must sit with
them during classes. Thisme-
ans I'm unable to focus on ho-
usehold chores for three ho-
urs every day. My child often
gets distracted by the other
activities around the house,”
said Mousumi Bhattacharya.
Although online learning
is a response to current chal-
lenges, it is a temporary sub-
stitutefor aholistic, interacti-
ve experience, underscoring
the need for long-term solu-
tions for reducing pollution
and educational accessibility.
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