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Close to 80% teens in15-17 VIS -
group vaxxed, | say npvt schools

Shradha.Chettri@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Eager to resume offline
classes, private schools have been

trying to reach the 100% vaccination
status for their students at the earli-
of private

| sehools in thecity has adopted vario-

us methods — from deciding to
award the school that will firstyeach
the 100% target to working with the
directorate of education (DoE) to set
up inoculation centres in schools.

Action Committee Unaided Re-
cognised Private Schools claims
thatsincethelastannouncementin
January, when just 42% of the pri-
vate school students in the 1517 ye-
ars group were vaccinated, the av-
erage figure now stands at almost
78%. Private schools have about 3.5
lakheligible students.

Instituting the award “is like
encouraging the schools to get all
their children vaceinated, which
will aid in the process of reope-
ning”, said Bharat Arora, its
general secretary. “Since the relea-
se of the vaccination data of 48%,
DoE has arranged centres in
various schools, Government edu-
cationofficialsalsogot in tonich per-
sonally with the schools. Now the
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average is almost T8%,” he added.
The schools that were lagging al-
sotook variousinitiatives, such aste-
achers calling parents and holding
counselling sessions for students on
the importanceof gettingthejah.
AtDarshan Academy in northe-
ast Delhi’s Kirpal Bagh, 232 of the
316 eligible students weren't vacci-
nated till recently Now around 78%
of them have received thefirstdose.
“The teachers were separately tal-
king to the students and the pa-
rents, convineing them about the
vaceine's importance with the bo-
ard examinations approaching. So-

me parents were earlier reluctant

as there was no news of the re-ope- |
ning of schools,” said prinecipal |
Mamta Sabharwal. [

At The Indian School, 391 of the |
520 eligible students have been vacci- |
nated. “Some of thestudents had Co-
vid, so they are yet to get the dose. We
had a campin ourschool, the classte-
achers also personally spoke to the |
parents. The parents-teachers asso-
ciation also played an important ro-
le,” said principal Tania Joshi. |

“Now hopefully the government
will reopen schools physically wit-
hout the option of hybrid mode,”
she added.

Spring Meadows School in |
Dwarka More, which has already
achieved around 90% of the vacci-
nation target, said it had been crea-
ting awarenessaboutthe Covid vac-
cines for a long time, Anshul De-
wan, its director, said, “We kept [
campat the school twice. Now ot of
the 1,416 eligible students, 1,261 are
vaccinated.” MM Public Sehool, Pi- |
tampura has also vaceinated close
to90% of thetarget group.

Delhigovernmentschools, ason |
January 22, have vaccinated 84% of |
their eligible students in the 15-17
Years group.
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