
~~nguage Relief Leaves 
Schools Lost For words 

Apex Court's Exemption Comes Mid-Way In School Session 
u, ... rott• 
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New Delhi: The books have 
been,bought, timetables red· 
rawn and teachers 'assigned.' 
Now, schools that spent 
months putting CBSE's revi- • 
sed three-language frarn­
eworic into practice are 
grappling with a fresh ques­
tion: What does Supreme Co· 
urt'srecentrelief for Class VI 
students mean for· arrange­
ments already in place? 

Under the revised fram. 
ework, students were required 

to study three languages, in· tionfrom the newly mandated 
eluding at least two Indian third language from Class X 
languages. Schools.according- board examinations and flexi­
ly introduced language op- bility for students already stu­
tions, reorganised teaching dying two non-native langua­
schedules and, in some cases, ges to retain both while adding 
arranged for additional tea• a 'BharatiyaBhasha'. 
chers.Somealsopersuadedre- For educators, the uncer­
luctant parents to accept tainty lies in how these relax­
changes totheirchildren's ini• ations translate into classro­tial language choices. om practice midway through 

The apex court has now di- the session. They are seeking 
rected CBSE to extend to Class clarity on existing language 
VI students exemptions and combinations, third-langua­
relaxations available to the ge classes and assessment. current Classes VIl-IX bat- • The immediate question is 
ches. These include exemp- what to do with teaching ar-

• ORIGINAL ROAD MAP y· HREE ' • : • <;, --~~LIEF FOR CLASS VI 
• Three languages, including •On sept 28, Supreme 
:=~~ya LANQUAGE$, ig~:2~1i~1t~~ci ::%J:S and transitional f R~SH ~~;~tion available to 

• The 2026-27 Class VI batch ~UEST. JONS •Students get exemption was odgin~lly required to . . ' . from the thlrcl-l~nguage take the third-language • . ~- . • : . • • . board examination when ~ examination upon ·~'IJi."fll. • 111 ~ • • they reach Class X 
~Ing Class X •. ;,~. it . " "\)e. if .. court reporting describes 
• cpsFs June 29 guidelines .• ~ •ill·~ : . '-~ • Internal assessment ex(J11pted the 2026-27 • ~ ... ·1 ., . • • ~ W · without a pass/fall Classes VIHX batches from, ~ ·!ij; . l,•:.~u -consequence linked to that examination, providing~- . • • • :-t .;. · board results ' I; ' •• ,:,~ • Internal assessment Instead . ' ~ "'' r t=I . 1 • Published reports also say •Those older batches could •. ti.• . ~. JIIJ.;i, J ""' students already studying retain two existing non- ~ . •f' . ,. :f' · . two non-native languages native languages and add • - ~ • may retain both and add 
o~ Bharatlya Bhasha as a ~ • • ·t -~ 11- -~ 'J ~ one Bharatlya Bhasha 
one-time relaxation ~·-~::al.~. . •. , ., , .,:" WHAT EDUCATORS 
SCHOOLS REWORKED 
THi CLASSROOM 
Acconlllg to some 

'lleadsofsdlooll ~ 

• Third-language classes "f 
Introduced, timetables redrawn 1 

• 
and staffing arrangements made 
• At Mamta Modern School; 
5anskrlt replaced French 
this session: several Hindi 
teachers were redeployed 

· .. .': ·, f/- WANT 
i •qlear,''lnlfQr!" and timely 

implementation guidelines 
• A phased, flexible 
tran\ltion recog~lslng 
schools' practical ' 
const~lnts 
•Co'ntlnulty in students• 
learning, with minimal 
disruption from further 
ch~Qes . ' . 

rangementsalreadyinplace. 
-~ma Pathak, principal 

ofi"MM Public School, said 
schools had restructured ti­
metables and arranged !or 
additional language teachers 
before the court extended the 
transitional relief. 

"Schools are now in a fix 
over whether to continue the--
se classes, put them on hold, or 
roll them back. Clarity is awai-
ted from CBSE on how to pro­
ceed for the current session, 
especially regarding assess­
ment of the third language-for 
Class VI students," she said.~ 

For some schools, ~ 
mentation had also involved 
persuading families to accept j 
a different language. At Main-
ta Modern School, principal f 
Pallavi Sharma said French 
had been offered until last ye-
ar, but Sanskrit was introdu-
ced this session following 
CBSE's April directions. 

The change was initially 
met with resistance from ma,iy 
parents. particularly some 
Sikh families who wanted Pun· 
jabi as an option. Sharma said 
the school explained i~ inabili­
ty to appoint additional faculty 
and eventually pers~ded pa­
rents to opt for Sanskrit. Seve­
ral Hindi teachers we~thenre­
deployed to teach thel;E 

Revisiting those oices 
now will require ano er ad­
justmentafterstudentsand tea­
chers settled into the new ar• 
rangement. "I feel it In4Y not,be 
practically· feasible to; change 
thesubjectoptionsag$attbls , 
stage," Sharma said 

to U!ach sanskrlt 

Students had already bo­
ught Sanskrit textbooks and 
~tudied the language (or seye­
ral months, she expla~ed. Ti· 
metables were ftnalised lpd 
teachers assigned, '.leaving 
little scope for a s~iflcant 
change in the cur11nt ses­
sion. Divya Bhatia, principal 
of Amity International Scho­
ol, Saket, said the coqrt's *e-M ID•SESSION DILEMMA cision pas created unterta~-• Some parents Initially resisted COIICtnll expressed by tllt prtndpals ty for institutions ... "Schools the chang~. Including Sikh • Whether extstlng • How Class VI • Whether another need clarity on the way fyr-famllles seeking Punjabi third-language third-language change l~ctlcal ward," she said. • Students purchased Sal'!skrlt (:lasses should : • a:uessf11ent , . ~fter mo of lessons. ' ~• :fhere M'~ no ~AJP,Onse to textbooks and have been studyinp ,continue, pausp,9r should ~ l>1 Md .~I~ teactt~; Q\leJiessentto C:SSEon wl\e~-
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