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Schools Lost For Words

Apex Court’s Exemption Comes Mid-Way In School Session

' @timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The books have
been bought, timetables red-
rawn and teachers assigned.
Now, schools that spent
months putting CBSE’s revi- -
sed three-language fram-
ework into practice are
grappling with a fresh ques-
tion: What does Supreme Co-
urt’srecentrelief for Class VI
students mean for arrange-
ments already in place?
Under the revised fram-
ework, students wererequired

to study three languages, in-
cluding at least two Indian
languages. Schools according:
ly introduced language op-
tions, reorganised teaching
schedules and, in some cases,
arranged for additional tea-
chers. Somealso persuaded re-
luctant parents to accept
changes to their children’s ini-
tiallanguage choices.

The apex court has now di-
rected CBSE to extend to Class
VI students exemptions and
relaxations available to the
current Classes VII-IX bat-
ches. These include exemp-

tion from the newly mandated
third language from Class X
board examinations and flexi-
bility for students already stu-
dying two non-native langua-
gestoretain both whileadding
a‘Bharatiya Bhasha’.

For educators, the uncer-
tainty lies in how these relax-
ations translate into classro-
om practice midway through
the session. They are seeking
clarity on existing language
combinations, third-langua-
ge classes and assessment.
The immediate question is
what to do with teaching ar-
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@ Three languages, including
at lpast two Bharatiya
Bhashas, subject to
exemptions and transitional
relaxations

© The 2026-27 Class VI batch
was originally required to
take the third-language
board examination upon
reachmg Class X

exempted the 2026-27 !

Classes VII-X batches from:
examination, providing . a

internal assessment instead

@ Those older batches could

retain two existing non-

native languages and add

one Bharatiya Bhasha as a

one-time relaxation
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the change, including Sikh
families seeking Punjabi

o Students purchased Sanskrit
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~  RELIEF FOR CLASS VI

&0n Sept 28, Supreme
Court extended to the
2026-27 Class VI batch
the relaxation available to
Class Vil

@Students get exemption
from the third-language
board examination when
" they reach Class X

# Court reporting describes
internal assessment
without a pass/fail
€onsequence linked to

by board results

® Published reports also say
students already studying
two non-native languages
may retain both and add
one Bharatiya Bhasha

WHAT EDUCATORS
WANT

* Clear, uniform and timely
implementation guidelines
© A phased, flexible
transition recognising

introduced, timetables redrawn ® schools’ practical
and staffing arrangements made ¥ constraints
At Mamta Modern School, o Continulty in students’
Sanskrit replaced French gaiarnln?. wfith m:nlrrtr:‘aér
this session; several Hindi - hsrupt on from fu
teachers were redeployed W lustration  ChANGES
to teach Sanskrit
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o Whetheranother
change Is practical

classes should ' assessment after months of lessons
continue, pause.or_should | _ and settled teaching;
" betolled back ~- conduef - arrangements

the language | for-several. months

rangements already inplace.
_Ropma Pathak, principal
of*HIM Public School, said
schools had restructured ti-
metables and arranged for
additiorial language teachers
before the court extended the
transitional relief.

“Schools are now in a fix
over whether to continue the- -
seclasses, put them on hold, or
roll them back. Clarity isawai-
ted from CBSE on how to pro-
ceed for the current session,
especially regarding assess-
ment of the third language for
Class V1 students,” shesaid. !

For some schools, impté-
mentation had also involved
persuading families to accept
a different language. At Mam-
ta Modern School, principal
Pallavi Sharma said French
had been offered until last ye-
ar, but Sanskrit was introdu-
ced this session following
CBSE’s April directions.

The change was initially
met with resistance from many
parents, parﬁctﬂarly some
Sikh families who wanted Pun-
jabi as an option. Sharma said
the school explained its inabili-
ty to appoint additional faculty
and eventually persuaded pa-
rents to opt for Sanskrit. Seve-
ral Hindi teachers were thenre-
deployed toteach thelmlguage

Revisiting those !choices
now will require another ad-
justment after studentsand tea-
chers settled into the new ar-
rangement. “Ifeel it may notbe
practically feasible to: change
thesubjectoptionsagainatthis
stage,” Sharmasaid.

Students had already bo-
ught Sanskrit textbooks and
'studied thelanguage for seve-
ralmonths, sheexplained. Ti-
metables were finalised and
teachers assigned, leaving
little scope for a significant
change in the current ses-
sion. Divya Bhatia, principal
of Amity International Scho-
ol, Saket, said the court’s de-
cision has created uncertain-
ty for institutions . “Schools
need clarity on the way for-
ward,” shesaid.

.~ There was no response to
queriessentto CBSE on whet-
her it plans to issueany clam L

) ﬁca.tmn toschools.
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